Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000030031-%

o ~ v
L
SECURITY INFCRMATICH

CENTRAL INTELLIGENGCE AGRNCY

12 Jamary 1952

N !
SUBJECT: TIERMS OF REFERENCE: NYE~35/1: PROBABLE DEVELOPMENTS
IN INDOCHINA THROUGH MID=-1952

THE PROBLEM
To estimate probable developments :ln_ Indochina through

mld-1952 vith particular emphasis on probable Chinese Communist

coureas of action An that areas

QUESTIONS BEARING ON ‘THE PROBLEM

I. . FACTORS INFLUENCING CHINESE COMMUNIST POLICY TOWARD INDOCHINA

=2, ORI . Ao‘ What is the current military situation in Indochine?
wnd A-2 1. What is the relative military strength, combat effec-
" tivensss and tactical dimposition of tho Franche
- Vietmamese and Viet Minh forces?

8, How bave military operations in Tonkin during
th.lput., six months affeoted French-Vietnamsse
capabilities?

bo How bave military operations in Tonkin during

the past six months affested Viet Minh ecapabilities?
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ts How have ¥French-Vietnumese ecapabilities during
the past six months been affected bys
i. TFrench-Vietnsmsse progress in tralning,
reoruitment, etc.j
ii, US asaistance.
do What is the rresent nature and level of Chinese
Cormuniat technical and matoriel assistance to
the Viet Minh? How has this assistance affeeted
Viet Mivnh capabilities?
-2, ONI Bo What are the capabilities of the Chinese Communists to
wnd he commit an ineressing volume of assistance to tha Viet
Minh in the form of advisers, instrustors, manpower
(ineluding Chinese tribesmen) ineorporated in Viet Minh
units, and materiel?
1. Assuning present situation oF sn intemsification of
the fighting in Korea?
2. Assuming an ermistice in Korea?
G=2, ONY C. What are the oapabilit.ies of the Chinese Communiste to
snd A-2 comvit mejor slaments of their regular forces in Indoohina?
1. Assuming preauht situetion or an intensification of
the fighting in Korea?
2. What ground ferces do the Chinese Commnists have
available for commitment to an invasion of Indachina?
“ 2=
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What 4s the level of training and equipment
of these troops? How many tmpa can the
Chinese Commnists now suprort logistically in
quoehina' in sustained military operstions?

b, What air strength could the Chinese Communists
comzit to such an invasion? What airfields are
available or could be made available snd supported
logistically for operational use?

0. What naval and amphibious strangth could the
Chiness Commnists comit to such an invasion?

2. Asmuning an armistice in Xorea:

a; How many tmdps could the Chinese Communists support
logistically in Indochina in sustained military
operations?

b, What air strength could the Chinese Commmnists
oommit to such an invasion? |

o What naval and amphibious strength could the
Chiness Commnists commit to such an invasion?

G=2, ONI Do How would the cepabilities of the Viet Minh foroes be
‘md A= affected in the next six months ifs
1. Chinese Comunist techniaal and materiel aszistance
vere maintained at approximately present nature and levela?
2, Chinese Communist increase their praseht agsist 0w
prpgnﬁt over the naxt few months to the nature and lévéls
misioned in Bl and B 2 above?
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0=2, ONX Eo
and A=2

F.

0-2, ONI
and Ax2

OIR
OIR

3. Chinese Commnists increase their present assistance
to the nature and levels contemplated in C 1 and C 2

above,

What are the | present French-Victnamese capabilities for

defense against:

l. The Viet Minh alone, assuming a coutimange of the
rresent scale of Chinese Communist assiatance?

2. The Viet Minh alone, auunﬂ.n@th@ nature and level
of Chinese Communist assistance contemplated in
B above,

3. The Vist Minh, assuming the nature and level of
Chinese Commnist assistance ocontemplated in C above.

What trends in French-Vietnamese cspabilities to resist

Viet Minh-Chinese Communist pressure are rrobuble through

mid=19527

1. In manpower and materiel supply (including scheduled
U8 aid)?

2. In political strength and stability within Vietnam?

3. In the determination to resists
8o Political and economic developments within Franve?

b, Political and ecomomic developments within Indochina?
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OIR, G=2, G. What is the importance of Indochina to the USSR and to
ONI, and A-2 : : ,
Communist China?
1. From the point of view of dynamic infemtioml
| Communism?

2. From the point of view of China’s defense?

OIR, G-2, Ho What would be the influenge on Chinese Commnist courses
ONI, and A=2
of action with reapm_ to Indochina ofy
1. Developments in Korea?
2, The requirements of internal consclidation in Commnist
China? ,
3. A possible Chinese Commmist bolief that a more
aggressive course ’i.n Indochina might incite UN or US
counteraction in Indochina? |
2. Substantislly increased assistance to the Viet
Minh, roesibly ineluding (hinasﬁ manpower in
Viet Minh units?

b, Commitment of regular Chinese Communist forces
in orpaniced unita? -

ho A possible Chinese Commniet belief that a more
agsressive courss in Indochina might being UN or US
retaliation, including an air sampaign, against the
Chine mainland?

°§m
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a, Subatantially inﬁraaaad assistance to the Viet
~ Minh, possibiy ineluding Chinese manrowsr in

Viet ¥Minh units?

b, Commitment of regular Chinese Commnist forose
in organized unite? |

A significant improvement in the Fronoh-Vietnumese

nd.,l‘l.itary and political Losition in Indochina?

Indications of Fremch weskening of will to resist

besause of the aonomie and military strains on

metropolitan Frange involved in o long-term and

indecisive war in Indodxina?

Developmentes elsewhere in Southeast Asia (for example,

‘Burma) favorsble to the Commmnists.

Developments ocutside of Southeast Asno_
International Communist strategy.

IT. INDICATIONS CF CURRENY CHINESE COMUNIST INTENTIONS WITH
T RISPECT 10 INDCHTNR e

G=2, ORI 4o What indicetions may be derived from Communist mildtary
astivity in Communist China and within Indochira?

and A«?2

OIR Bo What indications may be derived from nonemilitary evente
in the Far Fast such a» Communist (Soviet, Chinsme Commrd.st,
Viet Minh) propaganda, the movement and change of status
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of Comminist leaders, and the formation of joint Viet
MinheChinese Commnist cultural andfor mildtary
organisations? |

II1. PROBABLE DEVELOPMENTS IN INDOCHINA THROUGH ‘111}-1222
(To be prepared by O/NE based on I and 11 above)
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